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This weekThis week’’s Purpose iss Purpose is
ServingServing

oror
MinistryMinistry



Where does Ministry Begin?Where does Ministry Begin?

Acts 1:8 (NIV)Acts 1:8 (NIV)
……and you will be my and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, witnesses in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth.the earth.””

At Home



What is Ministry?What is Ministry?

Real Ministry is Seeing a Real Ministry is Seeing a 
Need and Seeking to Need and Seeking to 

Meet It.Meet It.



Joshua 24:15 (NIV)Joshua 24:15 (NIV)
But if serving the Lord seems But if serving the Lord seems 

undesirable to you, then undesirable to you, then 
choose for yourselves this day choose for yourselves this day 
whom you will serve, whether whom you will serve, whether 

the gods your forefathers the gods your forefathers 
served beyond the River, or served beyond the River, or 
the gods of the Amorites, in the gods of the Amorites, in 

whose land you are living. whose land you are living. But But 
as for me and my household, as for me and my household, 

we will serve the Lord.we will serve the Lord.””



Joshua 24:15 (NIV)Joshua 24:15 (NIV)
But if serving the Lord seems But if serving the Lord seems 

undesirable to you, then undesirable to you, then 
choosechoose for yourselves this day for yourselves this day 
whom you will serve, whether whom you will serve, whether 

the gods your forefathers the gods your forefathers 
served beyond the River, or served beyond the River, or 
the gods of the Amorites, in the gods of the Amorites, in 

whose land you are living. But whose land you are living. But 
as for me and my household, as for me and my household, 

we will serve the Lord.we will serve the Lord.””



Joshua 24:31 (NIV)Joshua 24:31 (NIV)
Israel served the LORD Israel served the LORD 

throughout the lifetime of throughout the lifetime of 
Joshua and of the elders Joshua and of the elders 

who outlived himwho outlived him and and 
who had experienced who had experienced 

everything the LORD had everything the LORD had 
done for Israel.done for Israel.



What do those watching What do those watching 
the model need to see?the model need to see?

Psalm 100:2 (KJV)Psalm 100:2 (KJV)
Serve the Lord with Serve the Lord with 

gladness:gladness:



Romans 12:11Romans 12:11--12 (12 (MSGMSG))
Don't burn out; keep Don't burn out; keep 
yourselves fueled and yourselves fueled and 

aflame. Be alert servants aflame. Be alert servants 
of the Master, cheerfully of the Master, cheerfully 
expectant. Don't quit in expectant. Don't quit in 

hard times;hard times;



Deut. 10:12 (Deut. 10:12 (NIVNIV))
And now, O Israel, what And now, O Israel, what 
does the LORD your God does the LORD your God 
ask of you but to ask of you but to fear the fear the 
LORDLORD your God, to your God, to walk in walk in 
all his waysall his ways, to , to love himlove him, , 
to serve the LORD your to serve the LORD your 
God with all your heart God with all your heart 
and with all your soul,and with all your soul,



Serving says three ThingsServing says three Things

1. I 1. I RespectRespect God.God.

2. I 2. I ObeyObey God.God.

3. I 3. I LoveLove God.God.



How to help shape How to help shape 
our children to our children to 
serve God and serve God and 

minister to others?minister to others?



Proverbs 22:6 (Proverbs 22:6 (AMPAMP))
Train up a child in the Train up a child in the 

way he should go [and in way he should go [and in 
keeping with his keeping with his 

individual gift or bent], individual gift or bent], 
and when he is old he and when he is old he 
will not depart from it.will not depart from it.



Helping to Shape
♦ Help your child

discover their gifts
♦ Help your child

develop their gifts



♦ Teach them that all 
gifts come from God.
♦ Show them how to use  

their gift to serve God.



Looking for Teachable MomentsLooking for Teachable Moments

Matthew 25:35 (Matthew 25:35 (NKJVNKJV))
for I was hungry and you for I was hungry and you 

gave Me food; I was gave Me food; I was 
thirsty and you gave Me thirsty and you gave Me 
drink; I was a stranger drink; I was a stranger 

and you took Me in;and you took Me in;



1 John 3:17 (1 John 3:17 (NKJVNKJV))
But whoever has this But whoever has this 

world's goods, and sees world's goods, and sees 
his brother in need, and his brother in need, and 
shuts up his heart from shuts up his heart from 
him, how does the love him, how does the love 

of God abide in him?of God abide in him?



Matthew 25:35Matthew 25:35--36 (36 (NKJVNKJV))
for I was hungry and you for I was hungry and you 
gave Me foodgave Me food; I was thirsty ; I was thirsty 

and you and you gave Me drinkgave Me drink; I ; I 
was a stranger and was a stranger and you you 

took Me intook Me in; I was naked and ; I was naked and 
you clothed Meyou clothed Me; I was sick ; I was sick 
and and you visited Meyou visited Me; I was in ; I was in 
prison and prison and you came to Meyou came to Me..



Matthew 25:40 (Matthew 25:40 (MSGMSG))
……I'm telling the solemn I'm telling the solemn 
truth: Whenever you did truth: Whenever you did 
one of these things to one of these things to 

someone overlooked or someone overlooked or 
ignored, that was me ignored, that was me ––

you did it to me.you did it to me.



What is your plan to What is your plan to 
teach our children to teach our children to 
better use theirbetter use their TimeTime,,
TalentsTalents andand TreasureTreasure..



To learn more joinTo learn more join

Sunday SchoolSunday School
And a And a Small GroupSmall Group



Included in your studyIncluded in your study

What is Your What is Your 
S.H.A.P.E. S.H.A.P.E. 
for servicefor service

More Tools at the Information CenterMore Tools at the Information Center



Devotions Devotions 
to read to read 

as you go can be as you go can be 
found at thefound at the

Family Information Family Information 
CenterCenter



Take it Home WorkTake it Home Work
1. If we look a little deeper into the lives 1. If we look a little deeper into the lives 
around us, what needs might we see?around us, what needs might we see?
2. Which of those needs can we, as a 2. Which of those needs can we, as a 
family, meet this week?family, meet this week?
3. Find and act on one practical way 3. Find and act on one practical way 
that you can serve together with your that you can serve together with your 
spouse or model serving for your kids.spouse or model serving for your kids.


